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From the Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County Extension Learning Farm,

Canton, NY

By Small Livestock Educator Betsy Hodge


The lambs are arriving!  We have had about 24 lambs as of the end of September.  The births have been uneventful and the lambs up and running around when we show up.  Most of the sheep are coming into the barn to lamb although a few have chosen the barnyard on nice days.  The guard dogs are behaving themselves around the ewes.  As a matter of fact the ewes can be quite aggressive when they think the dogs are getting too close.  The ewes are in very good body condition after the plentiful pasture season.  The lambs are coming out chunky and strong.  They are starting to make “gangs” and running and playing.


We have had an overabundance of singles.  Normally we have all twins and a few singles.  This year we have mostly singles with some sets of twins thrown in.  This I true even of ewes that have had many multiples in the past.  I was beginning to wonder if the dogs were eating one and leaving one or something like that but they seem to steer well clear of the ewes at lambing.


I suspect it is related to the ewes’ body condition or energy status at the time of breeding.  For fall lambs, breeding time comes in late April after a long winter outside on stored feed.  In the past we have never had to flush the ewes to get multiple lambs.  We have also never had the sheep in quite the same management/feeding set-up.  Next year we might try splitting the group at breeding time and feeding extra energy to one group to see if we get more lambs. The logistics could be a challenge but it would be an interesting demonstration.  

For those who don’t know, flushing is the process of increasing the energy in the ration to be sure the ewes are on a positive energy plane and is done to increase the fertility of those ewes.


Sometimes the rams are seasonal and that affects your lambing.  However, we used three rams which should have been plenty of ram power.  We used a marking harness on the largest ram and when we saw that the ewes were getting marked regularly we took it off.  I don’t know yet whether all the ewes we saved for fall lambing will lamb.


We had one bad situation that involved a young healthy ewe that had a mal-formed lamb that neither I nor the vet could get out of her.  The lamb was open at the belly and the intestines were coming out of the ewe first.  So the lamb was belly to the opening and curved backwards.  The head and legs were curled back and the spine inverted.  Actually I don’t think there were legs or a head.  We found teeth but no head, a tail but no hips, a leg joint but no leg.  There was nothing to pull on and nothing to cut apart.  It was a very sad case as the ewe ended up dying in the end.  Carolyn Pierce thinks it might have been something called schistosomas reflexus.


We closed the flock in the barnyard during the first part of lambing so we wouldn’t have to go searching through the woods and pastures looking for lambs.  Charlie filled the feeders with first cut baleage that tested about almost 14 percent protein.  It has enough energy for ewes nursing singles and twins.  It is a little short of protein for the ewes nursing twins.  The ewes seem to be eating it up well.  Today we sorted the (very wet) ewes with lambs and those that look they will lamb soon and kept them in the barnyard/barn and kicked the other ewes out onto the pasture.  There is enough grass to last them awhile.  Now the ewes with lambs can be supplemented as needed and we will use less of the precious forage supply.

Our Brassica plots are still growing.  There is one variety that won’t be grazed until after the frost – probably about October 15th.  Stephen also started another small plot that was planted in the late summer.

Sheep Tour Great Learning Experience

On September 19th, nine of us traveled around the North Country looking at some well-established flocks of Dorset type sheep. We visited Pete and Lila Fiske, Cindy and Dave Rotman, Roger Hastings and Earl Jenkinson. Usually we do our drive-yourself tours later in the fall and the sheep are mostly in the barn. This year we saw lots of sheep still on pasture on a beautiful day. One thing in common was the use of cattle panels as round bale feeders. We saw lots of examples of cattle panels cut into about 4 foot section and used around round bales. The corners were attached with long spiral wires. Some farmers used them as is and some cut out some pieces to make bigger holes for the sheep to eat through.

Another highlight was warm raspberry crisp provided by Cindy and Dave.  It was just right on a cool morning.  They have a you-pick raspberry operation to compliment their sheep business.  Other highlights included a lunchtime conversation about different castration methods that probably had the other patrons at the diner squirming in their seats.

Farm-to-Chef Success Story
LaMothe’s Beartown Farm hosted a Farm to Chef event with the Chamber of Commerce and the Northern Adirondack Trading Cooperative.  What a great way to get local restaurants to try local foods.  The event was covered by the Watertown Times.

Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program Online Courses: Learn at Home
The Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program launched online courses so sheep enthusiasts can keep current in the comfort of their own home or office.  The most popular course is the Introduction to Sheep Management course.  This course is the online version of the successful home study course that provides an overview of year long sheep management.  The course also studies the philosophy of sheep management and its relationship to business goals.  Introduction to Sheep Management course is a 14 lesson self paced course with continuous enrollment.  This is a one credit course that has no text book required.

Other online course offerings include:  Equipment and Facilities, Introduction to Sheep Health, Ewe Ration Formulation, and Wool Characteristics and Properties.  They are currently taking registration for these courses. 


Online sheep management courses are an excellent opportunity for youth and adults to learn more about sheep production within their own home or community.  These five courses are offered each fall beginning the first part of October.  For more information visit the Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program web page www.pipestonesheep.com.  To register for one of the on-line courses contact Sue Lovell (507) 847-7929, sue.lovell@mnwest.edu or register on-line at www.mnwest.edu/formmail/formdl.htm.

Mark Your Calendar

October 10  Empire Sheep, Lamb, Goat, Feeder Cattle Sale, Gouverneur.  Sheep and goats may be brought in on the 9th.  They will be sold starting at 10:00 am and feeders will be sold at noon.  This is not a graded sale.  They will hold a graded sheep and goat sale in December – date to be announced.
October 24  Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium, Ithaca. Visit Cornell sheep webpage for more info and program agenda  – www.sheep.cornell.edu. Several people are going from the North Country, so let me know if you are looking to share rides.  For those of you that know Brian Magee, the recently retired shepherd from the Cornell Sheep Barns, there is a reception for him the evening before.

October 31 Goat Feeding Basics meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Learning Farm, Canton; also available in Jefferson and Clinton counties by video-teleconference.  We will cover the very basics of goat nutrient requirements, the feeds used to meet them and feeding management strategies to get the most out of your feeds.  Sample rations will also be provided.  Please register with the office at 315-379-0607 or email me at bmf9@cornell.edu or betsyhodge@twcny.rr.com.

November 19th  Sheep Feeding Meeting with Mike Thonney from Cornell.  Evening meeting will cover some feeding management and nutrition basics to including jargon plus opportunity to do some actual rations.  We will have some computers available so you can actually do it yourself.  Bring your own forage analysis or use one of ours.   

December 2009  Empire Graded Sheep & Goat Sale, Gouverneur. Watch for details.
March 2010 - Shearing School at Cornell Sheep Barns. Watch for details.
Marketing News  

Empire in Gouverneur will hold sale for sheep, lambs and goats as well as feeder cattle on October 10th.  Sheep and goats may be brought on on the 9th.  They will be sold starting at 10:00 am and feeders will be sold at noon.  This is not a graded sale.  They will hold a graded sheep and goat sale in December – date to be announced.

Two hundred and ninety sheep, goat, lambs and kids headed for New Holland on September 12th on a cooperative truck.  Considering that we originally thought we would only have enough animals for a goose-neck trailer, we ended up with a lot of animals.  Thank you all for showing up on time with all your information in order.  I have heard of some good lambs prices received.  I would like to hear from some of the people who sent goats.  We received between fort and fort-four cents a pound for cull ewes.

