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Our last few fall lambs will be going to market this week.  They are all nice and pudgy now that the bigger ones are not competing with them for food.  The ewes are standing around bored and eating haylage from the ag bag.  The haylage is very high quality – really better than they need.  If we were to “balance” it we would have to add a lot of crummy hay!  We decided to go ahead and feed it as is and let them get rid of the excess protein (nitrogen) by drinking lots of water.  The haylage is very similar to good pasture since Charlie managed to get put up in May.  Ideally we would allocate this forage for the time when the sheep had higher nutritional needs but there are some limitations to feeding haylage in the warm weather due to spoilage.

Watch for Markets, Costs & Meeting News 

There was good attendance at the North Country Shepherds meeting in January.  We made a list of all the marketing outlets members have used for the last year.  I will write that up in the next farm news along with our comparison of spring and fall lambing costs.  I am keeping this short because while the sheep may be bored there is no reason for you to be bored.  We have lots of good meetings set up for March! The NCS will try to get together again in April.

Meetings

March 6: Advanced Grazing Meeting Saturday at the Extension Farm.  Bob Nusbaum will be here from the University of Wisconsin, Platteville.  He raises Angus cows and Katahdin sheep and does multi-species grazing.  There is a $10.00 charge to cover the costs of lunch, materials and help with the speaker.  Martha Pickard from the Adirondack North Country Association, who many of you know as a grazing technician, is helping to coordinate and support this meeting.  We would appreciate pre-registration so we can plan the meal.  Call the Extension office at 315-379-9192 or email me at bmf9@cornell.edu to register.  You can read about Bob Nusbaum in the interview article in this Ag News.

March 20 - For the beginners in the group we will be offering a Kidding/Lambing Workshop at the Extension Farm at 10:00 am.  It is free and families are welcome.  We will cover the basics of what to do at lambing and kidding time, what to do in an emergency, how to care for an orphan kid.lamb if needed.  This is a good chance to ask questions.  Pre-registration is appreciated at 315-379-9192.

Spring Sheep Week: Tuesday March 23rd at 7:00 pm at the Extension Farm.  We are fortunate to have Chet Parsons coming to visit from the University of Vermont.  Chet is one of the people that went on the livestock marketing trip to France that I was on about 6 years ago.  He is going to talk about hoof rot and new ideas about treating and preventing it.  We will also cover the use of CIDRs (also known as sponges, that help synchronize heats) and the role they may someday play in fresh semen artificial insemination in sheep.  This was common practice in France and really impressed those of us on the trip.  I will also be doing a quick needs assessment of what sheep producers need to improve their operations.  There is $5.00 charge for the meeting and there will be refreshments.  Sign up at 315-379-9192 or email me at bmf9@cornell.edu or betsyhodge@twcny.rr.com.

May 2010: meetings around the North Country to teach consumers how to use local foods, including meat so we will be looking for some farmers to work with us on that project.  

Sheep Shearing – Plan Ahead!
While it seems a little early to think about shearing your sheep it is a good idea to plan ahead.  Shearers appreciate it if you schedule them ahead of time.  Below is a list of shearers and their phone numbers.  Give them a call and talk about times you might be able to get your sheep sheared.  Many times they are trying to coordinate trips to different areas of the North Country so knowing who will need shearing services will help them plan.  

Wool bags are available from Mid-States Wool Growers (www.midstateswoolgrowers.com or 800-841-9665).  You can also store the wool in heavy contractor bags or clean cardboard boxes that are stored in a dry place.  
· Roger Hastings – 518-529-6665 - Roger is retired and has time to shear!

· Joe Seavey – 315-386-3363 - Joe is retired and wants to shear, too

· White Family – 315-386-1058 
· Jim Baldwin – 607-257-1683 or jrbaldwin1@verizon.net – for some of you in the southern end of the county or in Jefferson County Jim might be an option.  Work together to share mileage since he is coming from further south.
In the meantime, stay warm and I hope to see you at some of these meetings!

