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Fall Lambing

The lambs are arriving a few at a time, nice and healthy.  The ewes are all hanging around out in the pasture and not even coming down to the barn to drink.  They are finding water up in the rocks after the rains.  I have resorted to taking a bucket of minerals out to them so they get some salt and especially some selenium.  We are not feeding any grain so they are not getting any minerals that way.

The ewes like to make me nervous by lambing at one end or the pasture and then staying there all by themselves with their lambs while the rest of the flock moves on to another area of the pasture.  They just look like coyote food when they are off by themselves like that.  However, I have put my faith in the dogs and so far they have not let me down.  Poor old Bear looks pretty tired but he is taking his job seriously.  BJ must be helping, too, or we would have been losing lambs by now.

One challenge is getting the ewe’s ID numbers when they lamb.  Their ears have nice clear tattoos but getting them to hold still while I look at them is a challenge.  If the lamb is very new, the ewe is so attentive that I can grab the ewe and look.  Otherwise it is very challenging.  Next week I will be bringing all the sheep and lambs into the barn (with the help of Kayla, our work study student from SUNY Canton) and see if I can sort them out.  I can usually spray a mark on the ewe with the sheep paint and I write down any distinguishing marks to help with later identification.

Cornell Sheep Symposium:  Saturday October 23rd  

I will be driving down and speaking at the meetings.  Any one that would like to ride along is welcome.  The program includes several different choices during the day including marketing, parasite control, getting started in sheep, hands on workshops, feeding, and research going on at Cornell.  Check it out at www.sheep.cornell.edu.  The price is under $50 and includes snacks, lunch and the trade show.

NNY Sheep/Goat Week Activities: Early November 2010  

Tatiana Stanton from Cornell University will be here to talk about her study on the labor required in different systems of lambing and kidding.  Several North Country shepherds have participated in the study.  Come to the farm on November 2 at 7:00 pm ($5.00) and learn what she has found out from our data.  Tatiana will be doing goat farm visits during the day and I’m trying to arrange a goat grading workshop in the afternoon as well.  Let me know if you would like us to stop in for a visit.

Wool Pool:  Sandy vonAllmen is back from her European bicycling adventures and has the wool pool all organized.  If you have wool and haven’t talked to her about bringing it on October 16th, please contact her as soon as possible so we can be sure to have room on the truck.  Her contact information is 315-769-7209 and homespun@northnet.org.  Sandy has agreed to give us a slide show of her travels sometime this winter at a North Country Shepherds meeting.  

Fiber Events:  While we are on the topic of fiber, a couple events coming up may be of interest to the fiber enthusiasts.  Andrea Castle is organizing a fiber swap and spin-in on November 16th from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  The location will be somewhere in St. Lawrence County.  The swap is a chance to exchange fiber and ideas.  Bring fleece, roving, patterns, needles, spinning wheels, etc. There will be a “free table” as well.  Contact Andrea for more information at 3165-322-5663.

Next North Country Shepherds Meeting: November 30th at 7:00 pm at the Extension Learning Farm.  Let’s focus on fiber and especially on things that could be used for holiday gifts.  Perhaps we can make a trip down to Ostrander’s Sheep Shop at the end of the meeting.  Many of you are doing creative and innovative things with your wool and other fibers.  Bring things to show and tell and also to sell.  Let the rest of us buy some good sheep gifts for our friends and family.

A.I.

The North Country Shepherds met in September to talk about using artificial insemination (AI) to create some improved breeding stock for our flocks.  There was a lot of enthusiasm for vaginal AI using fresh semen and also the possibility of using frozen semen.  There is a chance that we can do some laparoscopy AI (LAI) this fall as well. LAI involves flipping the sheep upside down in a turning cradle and actually inserting the semen into the horn if the uterus surgically.  At the moment it is the most successful method but also very expensive.  In Norway they are using a ram to find the ewes in heat and then doing VAI with a 60% success rate.  That is really the model we want to follow.  The group was very helpful and we split up the information gathering process.  We also made a list of breeds we wanted to look for and countries of origin.  As we get more information we will share it with the rest of the group.

Marketing News

We have about 175 animals promised for the truck to New Holland Sales in Pennsylvania.  There are many goats scheduled to go on the truck.  After talking with many of you it is clear that we really need to work on a good market for goat kids and culls.  Many of you are producing good quality animals but are not able to get a good price for them.  You have demonstrated that you can work together to market your animals.  We will talk to Tatiana Stanton about this at the Sheep/Goat Week meetings and I will do some looking around as well.  It would be much more profitable to sell the kids direct and avoid the trucking, commission and shrink involved with going to New Holland.  For example, I recently heard of someone in Syracuse who is importing 1500 goats from Australia.  It seems like we could be supplying some of those animals direct to the buyer.  Anyone with ideas to share on this topic please let me know so I can pursue them.

The Extension Educators in the North Country are still meeting and working on the slaughterhouse situation.  There is a possibility of a mobile slaughter unit meeting sometime this fall.  Watch for more information on this topic.


Stockdog News
2-Day Workshop with Professional Trainer October 30-31
We have a professional trainer coming to the Canton area to hold a two-day workshop October 30th and 31st.  Barb Armata is a trainer and competes in trials with her own dogs.  I have attended two of Barb’s clinics in the past and found them very helpful.  Each dog and owner gets a lesson in the morning, attends the lunch/discussion group and then gets a lesson in the afternoon.  We will be inside at Brackett’s Horse arena and having lunch at the Extension Farm.  The cost is $85.00 per person for each dog.  You are also welcome to come and watch but there will be a small charge for lunch.  Please contact me if you are interested at 315-379-9192 or bmf9@cornell.edu.  All herding breeds are welcome.

Mary Zimbler has a litter of Border Collie pups for sale down in Oneida County.  Contact her at zimbler@frontiernet.net or 315-527-0330.  Dan Gardner in St. Lawrence County also has puppies at 315-347-3567.
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