Sheep and Goat Newsletter – September 2010
From the Extension Learning Farm, Canton, NY

By Betsy Hodge

This summer has been a good one for making dry hay.  We are enjoying another blast of summer as I write this article and after the three inches of rain we had last week the grass ought to grow again in the pastures.  The re-growth had slowed some in the middle of August when it was dry and it was a good thing the lambs were in the barn on feed.  Before we run out of pasture how about visiting the Extension Farm to identify grasses and weeds in the pasture?  On September 14th (Rain date Sept 15) at 6:30 pm we will meet at the farm for an informal pasture identification walk.  Join us to find out what’s out there in our pasture and yours.  Stephen Canner, our agronomist, will be there to help us understand why certain weeds and grasses like different places in the pasture and how our management affects them.

There has been more interest from people wanting to buy breeding stock this year.  This upturn is a good sign for our sheep population.  There are even a few people looking to have very large flocks in the North Country.  The lamb market has been consistent all year and doing especially well during Ramadan.  As Ramadan get earlier in the year then it will be interesting to see how that affects the lamb market.  It has been a good market for pasture raised lambs but that will change once Ramadan moves further back into summer..

Since it was a good pasture year, I thought it would be interesting to compare my lambs at home with the lambs at the Extension Learning Farm (ELF).  Both sets of lambs were born about the same time and weaned at about 90 days.  Both were raised on rotational grazing systems with no grain.  Actually my ewes received a little corn during lambing (10 pounds a day for 21 sheep, 6 goats and 4 llamas) but that was stopped when the pasture got going in late April.

Our lambs at the Extension Farm averaged 0.59 pounds per day gain from birth to weaning – that’s all of them including singles, twins and triplets.  The lambs at home (Katahdin mixes) averaged 0.48 lbs per day including every lamb - 17 sets of twins, three sets of triplets and 4 singles - very similar in birth-type to the lambs at the ELF.  The ewes at home are somewhat smaller in frame – weighing 110 to 150 pounds while the ewes at the ELF weigh 150-175 pounds.  I suspect the ewes at the Extension Farm are higher milk producers since we have been selecting on weaning weights for some time.  The lamb weights are also more consistent showing the 20 years of selection that is lacking on my sheep at home.  The home sheep are a mix of breeds and should get more consistent as the years go by and the selection is constant.  It is somewhat confounded and slowed down by selecting for haircoat and growth at the same time.  In other words, sometimes some fast growing lambs get passed over for breeding stock because they are too wooly.

North Country Shepherds Meeting: September 28 at 7:00 pm at the Extension Learning Farm to talk about using AI to provide some good rams for the area. There is quite an interest in trying artificial insemination (AI) in sheep and goats.  Goats are much easier to AI breed.  Sheep on the other hand are more difficult. The ram we are currently using at the Extension farm has a sire from Ireland thanks to AI breeding.  It is now possible to synchronize your ewes, which makes AI a little easier.  Come and join us if you are interested in trying AI or in purchasing an AI bred ram. 

Our ELF sheep will be lambing again in mid-September.  We will try lambing on the pasture again this fall. Our new work study student from SUNY Canton, Kayla, and I recently did a FAMACHA check for worms and looked for signs of lambing while we had them caught up inside.  There are some udders forming and some wide sheep in the group.  We did not have to de-worm any of the ewes but we de-wormed a ewe lamb mostly as a precaution since ewe lambs are more susceptible.  The new guard dogs arrived when the spring lambs were little but after they were all born.  We will have to monitor the situation as lambing starts and be sure the dog is not bothering the ewes during lambing.

Stockdog News
Our guardian dog situation is a little calmer now that we found a new North Country home for Dakota.  The dogs we have left, our veteran Pyrenees, Bear, and our relatively new rescue Maremma dog, BJ, are doing well together.  BJ still needs some training and monitoring but he is not hurting the ewes and we haven’t lost anything to coyotes.  .  He did figure out how to get out between the bars of the gate in one place.  Fortunately he behaved himself around the people present at the farm for a class during one of his escapades.  Bear seems rested and energetic which I take to mean that he is getting to sleep once in awhile.

Speaking of dogs, our stockdog club is having a good time socializing and learning to herd.  The dogs are making progress each week and seem to enjoy the socializing as much as the people do.  The lambs we use for training get quite the work out because we have so many steady participants.  It is a great group – patient and supporting of each other.  Along those lines, there are two border collies looking for homes due to their owners’ living situations changing.  Let me know if you want more details.

Marketing News
We are organizing a truck to New Holland that will pool lambs, kids, goats and sheep at the ELF in Canton on October 2 for the Monday sale on October 4th at New Holland.  Please let me know how many of what type of animals you might have to go ASAP so we know what size truck to have on hand.  If you have a large group of animals let me know in case we can arrange pick-up at the farm.  If you are coming across from the Eastern side of NNY we might be able to coordinate you for trucking over to Canton or arrange a pick-up in the Malone area.  Remember you need to have scrapie tags for animals you plan to ship.  Call Anna Draisey to get your free tags at 518-858-1424.  It takes awhile to get them so don’t delay if you need them.

Wool Pool: October 16
We have a wool pool scheduled for October 16th in the morning at the ELF.  Wool should be in wool bags or heavy contractor bags.  We will have magic markers on hand to mark the bags.  Wool should be dry.  The price will be somewhere around $.40 per pound for white wool and down from there for short, weak, tags, colored, etc.  They will accept some wool with hair in it but it will be heavily discounted.  Plan to hang around and help for awhile when you deliver your wool.  It is a great chance to network and catch up with fellow producers.  Please call or email me with the amount of wool you will be bringing (bmf9@cornell.edu or 315-379-9192, 379-0607)

Processing Equipment Needed


There are a couple people looking for wool processing equipment.  Sheila Warden (315-287-0437) is looking for a small drum carder and Barb Burns (315-347-5690) is looking for a used spinning wheel, carders and other accessories.

