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E. J. Shields, A. Testa, G. Neumann, K. L. Flanders, and P. C. Schroeder.
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of ASB and potentially that of other soil pests.

Introduction, Life History & Pest Status of Alfalfa Snout
Beetle in North America

Alfalfa snout beetle, Otiorhynchus ligustici (L.), is a very severe
pest of alfalfain Northern New York state and Southeastern Ontario,
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Figure 1. (A) Areas of dead alfalfa observed in the spring from fall larval
feeding by alfalfa snout beetle, Otiorhynchus ligustici. (B) Character-
istic larval feeding scars on the roots of alfalfa plants. Photos by P. C.
Schroeder.
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Figure 2. (A) Fall alfalfa plant symptoms caused by severe root feeding
by alfalfa snout beetle larvae, Otiorhynchus ligustici and characteristic
larval root feeding damage on alfalfa (B) and red clover (C). Notice the
snout beetle larvae in Photo C. Photos by P. C. Schroeder.
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Figure 3. Current known infested area of alfalfa snout beetle, Otiorhyn-
chus ligustici, in North America. Map drawn by A. Testa.

Natural spread of snout beetle is relatively slow, as the beetle
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