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Spring Lambing

Our spring lambing is supposed to start about April 15th.  However, the ram got out for about 36 hours back in October when I was at the Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium.  So far we have had ten ewes lamb with 26 lambs born over 3 days.  They started about 2 days after I got back from my vacation on a Sunday evening when it was 18 degrees outside.  I did some towel drying and some blow-drying of lambs that night to be sure they got going and nursed.  I even fed a little colostrum by bottle to get them warmed up.  The lambs all came through well and the last two days have been a little warmer and the lambs have done fine on their own.  We have had many sets of triplets.  There are some that didn’t make it because I found them with the sack over their nose.  In one case the whole lamb was licked ff except the nose!  That was frustrating!  

In general they are doing fine.  The ewes go off and find the darnedest places to lamb.  I can usually tell they are out there somewhere because Bear is not hanging out in his usual spots.  The best place so far this year has been a little cliff with brambles and brush hiding it.  I found a ewe with a nice set of licked off triplets. I had to wonder how they ever managed to stand up under there and then how they kept from going over the edge.  The ewe evidently had good mothering skills and can count at least to three.

It will be interesting to compare the lambs born now to the lambs born in later April.  There may be some advantage to being a little older and bigger when they hit the green grass.  One disadvantage is that we had to purchase some grain to feed them because they are on hay instead of grass.  On the other hand, since so many of them are nursing triplets having the grain during the first few weeks of lactation may actually help both the ewes and the lambs do better in the long run.  They are closed in the barn at least until this burst of lambing is done and everyone who comes to the farm gets sidetracked into the sheep barn for a peek at the lambs.

Later this week the work-study students, Kayla and Jenna are going to help me paint the ewes’ numbers on their sides so it will be easier to identify them out in the pasture during pasture lambing…that’s if there are any ewes left to lamb after this week!

We have been feeding our round bales on the ground during the coldest part of the winter.  There is some wastage but the ewes have a nice place to lay down outside and they hardly use the barn.  We have saved on bedding since we often used one round bale a week to bed the barn.  However, it is not good to waste too much feed so we are going to try making feeders out of cattle or combo panels.  There are many people using them around the North Country.  We hope to try two kinds – one where the panel is just curved around the bale and clipped and one that uses four or five or even six panels about four feet long clipped together.

In preparation for lambing (the real lambing that is) I am ordering supplies like eartags, marking paint or sticks, de-wormer for summer, elastic rings for doing tails, tattoo ink for tattooing breeding stock, and nipples for the bucket feeder just in case.  I have about 4 cups of milk replacer I saved in the freezer to get a lamb started.

We are also getting ready for pasture season, checking fences, thinking about changes we want to make and ordering minerals.

Sheep and Goat Basics Training meetings  

The Canton date is April 14th at the Extension Farm.  We will focus mainly on sheep but can include some specific goat things later in the afternoon. There are two parts to the meeting.  The first part in the afternoon starts at 1:00 pm and is mostly hands on in the barn.  The evening session from 7-9 pm will cover the basics of feeding and health management.  These meetings are geared towards beginners and kids are definitely invited to participate.  There is a charge of $5.00 per family.  If you can’t make the meeting in St. Lawrence County, there will be one in Chateaugay on April 12th starting at Kirby Selkirk’s farm and finishing with a meeting at the Knights of Columbus in Chateaugay.  We will also do one focusing on goats in Jefferson County starting at Thousand Island Goat Farm in Cape Vincent and finishing at the Extension Office in Watertown.  

AI in Sheep

A few of us got together to continue talking about using artificial insemination (AI) in sheep to produce some genetically superior rams for use in our flocks, many of which are fairly closely related.  At this time, the laparoscopy procedure is the most reliable.  Unfortunately there are not many people trained to do it.  We have a lead on a few and also some suppliers and agents for purchasing semen from overseas.  We are currently looking at white face commercial Dorset type rams and also some type of hair rams to supply our two most common types of commercial flocks in the area.  There is potential to get semen from some of the rare breeds as well.  We have some sources for the Dorset type rams from Australia, New Zealand and England and we are looking for a good source of Katahdin or Dorper semen.  Unfortunately we can’t use semen from France where they do an excellent job of selecting and progeny testing their rams..

We also want to find out whether we can import rams from Canada and purchase actual embryos instead of semen.  Using fresh semen is also a possibility.  In theory we could house a couple really good rams at the Extension farm and learn how to collect and extend the semen.  Ewes could be synchronized, the semen collected and the ewes can then be bred by placing the semen near the cervix rather than have to use laparoscopy.

Stockdog Training

I have had a few people asking about stockdog training this summer.  I am hoping we can work it out.  We will have to see what animals are available to use for training as the spring moves into summer.  It would be great to have Barb Armata come and do another clinic for us as well.

Guard Dog Extraordinaire: Bear


In the guard dog department I can report that old Bear is amazing.  He heads out into the pasture as the sun goes down and you can hear him up there warning away the predators.  He tends to stick near any ewes that go off to lamb by themselves, but keeps a respectful distance.  BJ is still a little rambunctious but the sheep are getting used to him.  He was asleep under his trailer the other day and a whole bunch of ewes were crammed under there lying down with him to get out of the “heat” (45 degrees).  I think BJ is feeling quite protective of the cows as well as the sheep since he sits up on his trailer and spends a lot of time watching the cows.

A Trip to Dolan’s Farm?


Another activity for sheep and goat farmers that I would like to see happen is a tour to Rick and Robin Dolan’s farm.  The Dolans buy many lambs from our area.  They also have a large flock of sheep of their own.  Robin sells at the farmers market including lunch items like barbecue.  They are located near Utica.  Maybe this fall?

Marketing News
We are organizing a truckload of lambs, kids, goats and sheep to go to New Holland for Easter.  The date will be April 16th.  Bring your animals to the farm about 9:30 am on that Saturday morning.  We will have sales slips for you to fill out and paint for marking animals.  It is important for your animals to have their scrapie tags in place.

Another option for the Easter market would be the Gouverneur sale on April 16th.  Lambs and goat kids can be brought in the day before for grading.  Call Jack Bero at 287-0220 or 322-3500 for more information.

Wool Pools

There are two wool pools planned for New York State.  Our local pool usually happens every two years in order to have enough wool to make it worth trucking.  The Finger Lakes Pool will be May 12 to 14.  Contact Mark Harth at 607-546-2341.  The Southern Tier Wool Pool will be in September – more details to follow.

