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Protection from the Cold

It’s a good thing sheep come with their own wool coats because they can stand the really cold weather.  Even the hair sheep have a thick coat and don’t mind the cold much.  The goats on the other hand would like to turn up the heat!  They actually shiver at 30 below zero.  Having tried heat lamps and stringing tarps to make a lower ceiling with limited success, I borrowed and idea from our local dairy farmers – calf jackets.  Calf Jackets are about the right size to cover a goat’s back and they are tougher than the standard show blanket type coat.  The cost was reasonable = between $25.00 and $35.00.  It is cheaper than burning the barn down trying to keep it warm.  The goats didn’t seem to mind the jackets at all.  The sheep however, were terrified of the goats wearing jackets.  One goat seemed to think this was funny and chased the sheep around until the novelty wore off.  Then all the ewe lambs had to come over and taste-test the corners of the jackets.  I should mention that actually most of my goats do fine in the cold weather but I have a couple goats that are ten years old and older and they just can’t take the cold like they used to (me neither).

Feeding and Growing

We are currently feeding the sheep round bales setting right on the ground (well the snow).  The sheep do waste some but they don’t waste more than we would need to use for bedding if feeding in the barn or would have to pull out of the feeders so the sheep could get to the good feed.  It makes a nice area for the sheep to lie on and the guard dogs to sleep in.  The sheep did such a good job eating one of the bales (standing on end) that they had a 6 inch core standing up when they got near the end.  When it thaws and the ground is wet we can feed the sheep up on the hill in the feeders again.  In the meantime, it is nice not having to hike up the hill in knee deep snow to check on them.

The lambs weaned in December are growing.  The ewe lambs are destined for Virginia!  They will be used in an AI program and then be part of a production flock.  Lambs and kids are still going for high prices at New Holland Sales.  You can see what the sale prices are at the New Holland market by going to www.sheep.cornell.edu and looking down the left side of the page and clicking on Monday Prices at New Holland.  Just remember that the lamb prices are in dollars per hundred weight.  So…if it says the price is $243.00 that means the price is $2.43 per pound (not per head).  If you are looking at the goat prices, those are per head and are the actual price but the weights are estimated.

Sample Ailing Animals


I have had a couple different producers report that they have had sick sheep, off feed and sometimes dying.  Several have turned out to be selenium related or parasite related.  The parasites are not the ones that cause anemia so you can’t check their eyelids to see who is affected.  It does not seem to be a whole flock problem but rather a few individuals that have a heavy parasite load.  There have also been some reports of respiratory problems – possibly a result of the widely fluctuating temperatures.  Just keep a close eye on your animals and keep the minerals in front of them.  Have a fecal sample done if you are suspicious that it might be parasites and talk to your vet about whether a selenium injection would be appropriate.

Mark Your Calendar: Events 

The cold weather may have us dreaming of green pastures and frolicking lambs.  Get a head start on the pasture season by attending the Grass Based Farming meeting (Feb. 25th) sponsored by Northeast Sustainable Ag Research and Education, the Adirondack North Country Association and Cornell Cooperative Extension.  Dave Johnson, a seasonal organic dairyman from Pennsylvania will be traveling across the North Country to share his story of reclaiming abandoned farmland with cattle and direct marketing his beef, eggs, poultry and pork.  He doesn’t have any sheep but I think he will still have useful information.  See the article with the dates and Dave’s bio in the newsletter.

Sheep Week will be in April this year to take advantage of lambing time.  The livestock educators of the North Country are going to hold a sheep basics week April 11-15.  A hands-on session will take place in the afternoon and an evening meeting about some basic feeding and health concepts will follow.  All ages and levels are welcome.  The St. Lawrence County session will be Thursday April 14th.  Other dates and details will be available soon.

Facebook for North Country Shepherds & Goat Farmers


I am experimenting with a facebook group called North Country Shepherds and Goat Farmers.  If you have a facebook account, look for the group and request to join.  I am not sure exactly how it all works yet but it seems like a great place to post marketing news, lamb pictures, educational events, etc.  Beef news, poultry news and other small farm information is also welcome.  If you have never signed up for Facebook, it isn’t hard and you don’t have to “friend” everybody you ever knew.  Go to www.facebook.com and check it out.

Guardian Dog


Our rescue Maremma guard dog BJ was doing great for a month or two but recently we began to notice blood on the ewe’s necks and a bunch of ewes taking refuge in the clifflike area behind the sheep barn. Turns out BJ is still a little over zealous when he gets “playful.”  We now have him cabled to a wagon very near the sheep so that he can be with them but not chase them.  Sometimes the sheep go over and lay with him which makes me think he isn’t always terrifying them. I have tried to walk him around the pasture but he won’t leave the sheep.  He wants to be right with them all the time.  I used to think he was mad at certain sheep because he wanted them to move or get away from something but after trying to get him to play (while I was supervising) and having him take off after the sheep I think he really thinks he is playing.  I try to keep in mind that he is a rescue and it takes patience to get him to be the dog I need him to be.

Keep warm and I hope to see you at some of our winter meetings!

