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Fall Lambs and Sore Mouth

The fall lambs were weaned in early December.  They were all healthy but were more varied in size than usual.  Sore mouth was the culprit.  Sore Mouth or Orf is caused by a virus.  The virus causes little pustules and scabs around the mouth and nose and sometimes on the udders of lactating ewes.  The lambs usually do fine although their rate of gain might be a little lower when their mouth is sore.  However, this appeared to be a bad strain or the lambs were stressed by the cold rainy weather or maybe both.  They actually had sore mouth on their ears! The lambs started to clear up about a week before weaning and after weaning they gained weight at a good rate.

Sheep and lambs can be vaccinated against sore mouth but since it doesn’t normally cause a lot of problems most producers do not vaccinate.  Usually only the young lambs are affected but if the flock has not had an outbreak in a few years it could affect the younger nursing ewes.  One important note is that sore mouth is zoonotic or contagious to humans.  As in the sheep it usually runs its course in one to six weeks with no specific treatment.

North Country Shepherds 
Meeting is set for Saturday January 15th at 10:00 am. Get a break from the winter weather and see a show of pictures from Sandy and Hans vonAllmen’s biking trip around Europe.  They took pictures of sheep, cows, small round balers, and pasture paddocks while they were there and lots of nice scenery.  We’ll meet at the Extension Learning Farm classroom. Bring a snack to share.  We can also catch up on any marketing news or concerns for the coming year.

February 25th Grazing Meeting  

CCE in cooperation with Adirondack North Country Association is hosting Dave Johnson.  Dave is an organic dairy farmer who also markets beef, poultry, eggs and other farm markets.  He has also worked out a system to reclaim abandoned farm land using livestock.  Watch for more information

New Year’s Resolutions: Thistles, Hair Sheep Registration, Culling


Since it is the New Year, it is time to make some resolutions.  I resolve to work harder to get rid of those thistles in the pasture…which brings me to resolution number two – stop overgrazing the pasture.  Steve VanderMark our Horticulture Educator also has a large flame thrower that looks like it might do a job on the thistles and also be very satisfying!  Multi-species grazing might be on the agenda for summer but for the colder months I plan to get all the sheep records on the computer.  We are half way to getting the last ten years on and it won’t take long once we catch up to present day.

Along those lines I would like to get my hair sheep at home registered through the Katahdin Hair Sheep Association.  That task means digging through my records which leads me to my last resolution – to clean up my office at home and work.  There is lots of good information buried in there somewhere.


Sheep and lamb prices are still running high at the terminal market in New Holland.  It is an opportunity to cull some ewes and still get some return.  With the high grain prices you shouldn’t be hanging on to any ewes that aren’t pulling their weight.  There are several things you should consider when making culling decisions.  The most obvious is the age of the ewe.  An eight or nine year old ewe is right at the tipping point.  She might be doing fine but then again she might be starting to go downhill.  The teeth tend to wear out and the ewe will lose body condition.  Her ability to remain productive will depend on the management system.  In an indoor situation including grain supplementation she may last a few more years and still be productive.  On an outdoor system on round bales she may not be able to maintain multiple lambing and body condition.  We have had ewes that are productive up to twelve or thirteen years old but most are showing signs of age by 8 to 10 years old.

Lagging production is another reason to cull ewes.  Keeping track of the number of lambs and their weaning weights is one way to judge production.  My goal is to have ewes wean at least 90 pounds of lamb.  Most make it unless we wean at 8 weeks or less (or we have a challenge like sore mouth).  Singles don’t always make it but twins should be close or higher.  Ewes that don’t lamb or single more than once better have a good reason or they won’t be hanging around long.

There are a few health reasons for culling ewes as well.  Mastitis leaves a less productive udder and more work for the shepherd if the ewe is not culled.  Prolapse is another reason for culling depending on the situation.  Bad feet are also considered a cull-worthy fault.

Of course, there are reasons not to cull like the kids’ favorite, or the bottle baby you struggled to keep alive.  Sometimes producers even keep less than ideal ewes because they have unusual markings or colors.  I have to admit to keeping some old girls strictly because they are like part of the family or I admire their toughness.  Culling those old ewes can be one of the toughest parts of farming.  I find it much harder than parting with the lambs.

Culling is easier with good records because at least you have a basis for making the decisions.

Feeding Minerals


Providing your sheep with a good sheep mineral or if you have goats a good goat mineral will contribute to their longevity.  Sheep can’t have a lot of copper so they can’t share minerals with other farm animals.  A loose mineral is the best bet because sheep and goats can’t lick enough salt off a standard white or red salt block.  There are blocks meant specifically for sheep and goats that have a softer texture.  They are an expensive but convenient method for feeding minerals.  They need to be available all the time.  The first block you put in will probably get devoured but if you keep a block in with the animals consistently they should back off on their consumption.

The loose minerals contain salt which is used to control how much of the other minerals the animals consume.  That is why it is so important to avoid feeding other salt while feeding the minerals.  Keep in mind that your animals will consume a lot more of a mineral with 20% salt than they will a mineral of 40% salt.  I have a chart of all the minerals available locally that I can send to anyone interested.  Again, these minerals should be available all the time although you may want to put it in the mineral feeder every day or every other day.  If you put the whole bag out at once it may be ruined by the weather.  Try to put out enough so there is just a little left the next day.

Guardian Dog on Duty

We have been having some challenges with our younger guardian dog, BJ.  I found some sheep that were bitten about the head area and noticed that part of the flock sheep were “hiding” near the “cliff” behind the sheep barn.  However, when I went back in the evening to tie up the dog to try to eliminate this behavior he was always laying peacefully among the sheep…and I could hear coyotes in the distance.  Then I wasn’t sure what to do so.  I tried to tie him in the barn one night but he made such awful sounds as I was leaving that I thought he had hurt himself   I went back and tied him out near the sheep.  He was much happier there.  Evidently he takes his job seriously but gets a little carried away.  I was glad to see old Bear go up the hill like a warrior to check out the coyotes.  He looked much more effective than when he is sliding down the hill on his back in the snow.

Meat Goat Info

Some day when you are stuck inside, take a look at the meat goat information from Langston University.  Dr. tatiana Stanton from Cornell wrote the section on marketing.  You can check it out at http://www2.luresext.edu/goats/training/qa.html.

New Holland Pricing


You can also follow the prices at New Holland by going to the Cornell Sheep website at www.sheep.cornell.edu and clicking on the link on the lower left side.  Remember that the prices are per hundredweight so you have to move the decimal two places to the left to get the price per pound.  Goats are list as a price per head.
