Fruit, Vegetable, Greenhouse & Nursery Research and Education Priorities for 2008
Research ideas were gathered from horticultural crop producers, researchers, Cornell Cooperative Extension educators and agriservice consultants.  The NNYADP horticultural crop producer review panel ranked the importance of each idea as high, medium or low.  The following topics were rated high or medium priority. 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
• Contributions of the non-dairy sector to the economy of NNY.

• Biofuels in NNY — New advances make the production of crops as renewable energy sources a potential opportunity for NNY farms and communities. Can NNY capitalize on biofuel production?  If yes, what is needed to position the region for success: questions/issues on the location of biofuel manufacturing sites, transportation, financing, local concerns etc. New technologies for pelletizing grass, grass pellets as a heating source and grass and other crops to produce biofuels (ethanol and biodiesel).  Demonstrations and research on the production of various crops for biofuel production under NNY soil and climatic conditions.

• Agritourism — Where does it fit in sustaining NNY farms?

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND MARKETING
• Local foods marketing — Emerging markets for locally grown vegetables and fruits—how can NNY capitalize on this trend?
Local/regional branding — What is the potential of value branding food as “locally grown” for sustaining/growing the NNY sector? How to successfully develop connections with the public’s growing interest in locally produced food and capitalize on this interest. Barriers and solutions to developing regional labeling programs in NNY.

•  Business management: Business planning and business analysis — Evaluating the appropriate business structure for existing enterprises and for adding new enterprises to an existing farm business (cooperatives, strategic alliances, etc.)

CROP PRODUCTION

•  High value crops for NNY: Extending the season for vegetable, small fruit and greenhouse crops — Feasibility and testing of production systems such as unheated high tunnels, low tunnels, multi-bay field covers, row covers, heated greenhouses, insulating curtains for greenhouses. Farmer-to-farmer mentoring for producers trying season extension technologies.  

• High value crops for NNY: Greenhouse production and marketing — Greenhouse production as a new enterprise to diversify farm businesses or for farmers to move from one ag production sector into another: what is the potential, what should farmers consider? Farmer-to-farmer mentoring for greenhouse producers.

• High value crops for NNY: Vegetables — Testing new varieties, assessing innovative markets and new production technologies.

•  High value crops for NNY:  Small fruit and grapes — Production and marketing, including but not limited to, small fruit (strawberries, blueberries, brambles) and growing grapes for wine production. Variety trials for cold-hardiness and productivity, pest and disease control for NNY fruit crops.

• High value crops for NNY: Organic — Production and marketing, including small grains, food-grade soybeans, vegetables, fruit, etc. to diversify NNY agriculture and enhance the profitability and viability of the region’s farms and agricultural sector. 

• Wildlife crop damage/wildlife risks — Techniques to limit deer, turkey and bird and other wildlife damage to crops.

• High value crops for NNY: Apples/other tree fruit — Diversifying apple varieties (e.g., demonstrating Honey Crisp for increasing profits). Developing, testing and demonstrating cold hardy rootstocks and apple production systems for NNY conditions.

ENVIRONMENT AND SOILS

• Soil health/tillage practices — On-farm assessment of the extent of compaction problems on NNY farms and their effect on soil health and crop production. Evaluation (feasibility and impacts) of tillage practices (zone/deep/ridge tillage, etc.) on crop production and soil health in NNY.

• Plant nutrient management: Phosphorous — how much P can NNY soils hold before it is lost to surface or ground water (P Index?) Is there a difference in response to manure P and commercial fertilizer P? Do soils differ in their response?

• Plant nutrient management — Nitrogen and phosphorus management for optimal production and environmental protection.
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