Northern NY Agricultural Development Program

Research and Extension Priorities for Sugar Maple

These are based on input from the NNYADP Sugar Maple Subcommittee:

Jeff Jenness, Jen Parker, Ken Tupper, and Dean Yancey, Haskell Yancey, Jeremy Youngmann.

These priorities are listed in priority order with the first being the highest priority:

1. When to start tapping to maximize sap production

2. Are maple trees dying at a faster rate in different regions of NNY and why?

3. Improving liming and fertility recommendations for sugar maple on NNY soils.

4. Best methods for tubing cleaning and replacement.

(Improving information about microorganism growth in sap lines)

Other issues that might be addressed:

· Efficient rodent control

· Is sap sugar concentration decreasing over time and why?

· Evaluating the potential to improve and expand the NNY (Lewis County) marketing cooperative.

Two other topics listed as important are already being researched:

· Improving sugar bush thinning recommendations

· Effects of high vacuum on sap yield and tree health

· Regulatory and certified kitchen guidelines in manufacturing maple products

