NNY Sheep & Goat Newsletter – August 2009

From the Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County 

Extension Learning Farm, Canton, NY

By Small Livestock Educator Betsy Hodge

Hi Folks,


I hope by the time you are reading this that the weather has dried up a little and we can all make some dry hay.  The rain has messed up more than haying, causing us to stall on things like barnyard renovations, fence repair, and spraying herbicide on the fenceline.  At the Extension Farm we have some high quality feed made – like balage and haylage in the agbag – but very little dry hay to feed now and in the fall.  However, the sheep are looking nice and white on their backs where the rain has washed them down.

We weaned the lambs on July 20th at about 100 days old.  They had gained about 6 to 10 pounds in 27 days.  If these lambs had been in the barn on grain I would have expected between 16 and 27 lbs over that time.  On the pasture they gained between 0.22 and 0.37 lbs/day as opposed to 0.60 to 1.00 lbs/day in the barn.  A couple actually lost weight although they seemed to be healthy looking.  The good news is that we have very little in expenses for that time.  We did notice some tapeworms in the droppings but I have not treated them so far and they are scoring well on the FAMACHA scale for barberpole worm.  Lambs have a potential to grow very quickly at these young ages.  If we were trying to get our ewes to lamb again in a short time – as in accelerated lambing schemes – it might not make sense to leave the lambs with the ewes this long.  However, it is definitely easier on the ewes’ udders when we wean them later.

If I push them hard for growth in the barn it will cost about 15 dollars a day for grain for the group. It would take about 0.20 lbs gain/day to cover that the cost of the grain.  They should gain that much easily but we will know for sure when we weigh them on the 17th of August.  The quandary is how hard to push them.  The bigger lambs don’t need to gain a lot of weight before marketing but there are smaller lambs that we would like to get up towards the 70 pound mark.  Ideally we should split the group and push the smaller ones.  However, we have to weigh the extra work of having two pens, two hay feeders, etc, versus saving a little grain.

I have been doing a lot of thinking about how we lambed this spring.  We let the ewes lamb wherever they wanted and then closed them in the barn with the lambs for about a month while the pasture came on (and so they wouldn’t disappear into the mud).  We used the jugs very little and only for a few hours or overnight with a couple ewes. Normally we would do paint brands and tail docking as we removed lambs from the jugs.  Instead, when I found lambs born I marked them with spray paint rather than the paint brands.  Despite not using jugs we still needed to do a careful job identifying the lambs.    Every couple days we caught any lambs that needed their tails docked and did the whole bunch.  In the past, we have waited and tagged lambs when we sold them but we had to round them up and tag them before the spray paint wore off.  A few lost tags in the pasture but fortunately we had good notes and could figure out who was who through process of elimination.

The weather, while annoyingly wet, was good for growing pasture and the ewes held their condition better than I thought they would.  Lamb growth was good – especially for the first 8-10 weeks although not quite as high as in the barn with a creep feeder.  I would like to try a creep feeder on pasture if I could figure out a practical way to do it.

One thing I hadn’t anticipated was how hard it would be to sort lambs for sale.  We had to bring the ewes and lambs into the barn, pull the lambs and weigh them, mark them with different spray paint codes and then turn them back with their mothers.  When people came to buy lambs they had to look at the whole bunch together and it was a challenge to find the lambs we were looking for.  At about 100 days of age it just made more sense to wean them, get weights and be able to market them easier.  I also think the gain was slowing on pasture.  We will be lambing again in September and it is a good idea to get these lambs weighed and moved out.  Another experiment I’d like to try someday would be to wean the lambs at about 100 days and then take them to another pasture with forages like brassicas or even a good grass/legume pasture and supplement them with a small amount of an energy source like corn.  The challenge would be keeping them in the fence and the predators away.

On another note, the sheep got to taste test the half of the brassica plots on July 10th.  They immediately ate all the lambsquarters (a weed) and then worked on the familiar grass and clover.  When I came back in 24 hours they had eaten all the chicory (not a brassica but something we were testing) and trampled a lot of the other forages.  However, when I came back after 48 hours they had polished off everything but the large midribs of some of the turnip leaves.  They pulled some bulbs and didn’t eat them and also bit off some bulbs and did eat them.  Now the sheep have been out of the plots for about two weeks and there is a lot of regrowth.  Some things appear to be a little thinner and some have thickened up.  Between now and the end of September we will graze the other half of the plots including some rapes (they look kind of like tall broccoli plants without the heads), rutabagas and turnips.  They are taller and the leaves are large so it will be interesting to see if the sheep will eat the leaves and stems and whether they will pull the turnips and eat them.

Parasite Watch: Goats and Sheep 
Please keep a lookout for signs of parasites in your animals and treat them when needed.  Several producers have reported losing goats to parasites this summer.  The Barberpole Worm is the type most likely to kill animals and does not have outward signs like diarrhea.  Catch some goats and pull down their lower eyelid.  It should be nice and pink in there.  If not, they are anemic and need to be de-wormed.  Call or email me if you need help with choosing a de-wormer and how to use it.

SAVE THE DATE!
Sheep Farm Drive-Yourself Tour: Saturday September 19, 2009 - We will visit eastern St. Lawrence and western Franklin County.  Our tour will start at Pete and Lila Fiske’s farm in Brasher.  Pete and Lila have a commercial Dorset based flock.  They have a small loading dock, feed commodity area and a small but efficient barn.  In the past they have sold eggs and strawberries as well as lamb.

Next we’ll stop at Cindy and Dave Rotman’s.  Cindy also raises commercial Dorset type sheep.  The former dairy farm provides a home for the sheep, a pasture system and a raspberry patch.  

After quick lunch in Malone, we’ll head back down 11B to Roger Hastings farm in East Dickenson.  Roger and Linda raise grass fed lamb after a lifetime of milking Jerseys.  Now he also shears sheep.

Last, but not least, we will visit Shorty Jenkinson’s farm at the edge of Franklin County.  Shorty has been in the sheep business a long time and he still has lots of good ideas to share.

We will plan to leave the Extension farm at 9:30 am for anyone that wants to share rides.  You can also join in along the way. if that makes more sense.  I will have more specific directions in the September News and I will also type them up with addresses.  Email me at bmf9@cornell.edu (or betsyhodge@twcny.rr.com) and I will send you directions.   

Goat Feeding Basics Meeting: tentatively planned for Saturday October 17th or 31st…

Watch for more details.  We will cover the basics of goat nutrient requirements, the feeds used to meet them and feeding management strategies to get the most out of your feeds.

Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium: October 24, 2009 - Cornell University
Sandy vonAllman and I will be presenting a topic and helping out at the Symposium.  Anyone who would like to ride along is welcome.  We will go down to Ithaca the day before.  The program can be viewed at www.sheep.cornell.edu.  Click on the Sheep and Goat Symposium in list on the left.

Marketing News

I have had several calls from people wanting to do Hallal slaughter on the farm.  If you allow that at your farm please let me know so I can pass these lamb customers on to you.  

Traditional Arts in Upstate NY (TAUNY) is looking for locally grown yarn to sell in their shop, located in downtown Canton.  I recently met with Jodi Tosti (folkstore@tauny.org or 315-386-4289) the store manager and she would like to feature local fiber products like yarn, needle-felting kits, etc.  She is especially looking for kits of any kind since they are popular with the shoppers.

There are goats being marketed to Adams Farm in Massachusetts with the help of Don Holman.  If you have goats to sell, try to get some weights on them and contact Tammy Thompson at 315-629-4840 or 315-777-5265.  Don takes some in his trailer when he delivers beef cattle to Adams Farm and Tammy and her husband may also take a load and everyone can split the fuel costs.  There is a load planned for August 13th.  Demand for kids and lambs should be good because Ramadan starts August 22 and goes for about a month.

I had an excellent tour to about 10 farms with Matt Kyle in mid-July.  It was very interesting to see everyone’s lambs in two days.  I will write about it next month in the news.  For now Matt is not interested in hair sheep but is interested in our commercial Dorset type lambs.

Barb Ianuzzi, from the Watertown area, is reducing her flock and looking for good homes for groups of ewes.  She started with Corriedales, went to Welsh Mountain, then used Dorset type so they are mixed up commercial sheep.  Her sheep breed and lamb year round.  Contact her at 315-788-6455, WeBoPeep@aol.com.

If you are looking to organize a truck for New Holland let me know.  I have had a few requests but not enough to warrant a truck yet.

