NNY Sheep & Goat Newsletter – July2009

From Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County Extension Learning Farm,

Canton, NY

By Small Livestock Educator Betsy Hodge

Quick Sheep, Goat and Beef Updates

EVENTS

July 18 - IPM Parasite Management/FAMACHA Class –10:00-3:00, Extension Learning Farm Classroom,  $35.00 per farm, $5.00 for each extra person from farm to cover lunch.  Please pre-register.

July 21 - IPM Livestock Pest Management 

July 25-26 Spay Neuter Now Clinic for Barn & Feral Cats, at farm, charge is very reasonable.  Call 324-5969 to schedule appointment.

July 28 - North Country Shepherds “Turnip Walk” – Tuesday evening, 7:00 pm, take a walk out to Stephen Canner’s Brassica study.  There are turnips, radishes and Kale in a plot in the pasture.  We hope to graze part of it before the meeting so you can see what it looks like whole and eaten.  Stephen will describe the study and answer questions.

Save the Date! September 19 - Sheep Farm Drive-Yourself Tour – Saturday, Eastern St. Lawrence and Western Franklin County.  More details next month.

October 24 - Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium – Cornell University 

Marketing News 

Dolans are still buying 60-70 pound lambs right at the farm.  Call them at 315-894-0239.  Matt Kyle is planning to visit and look at our North Country lambs for future buying potential - tentatively July 9 and 10.  Empire Livestock will hold a sale with heifers, cow-calf pairs and sheep and goats towards the end of July.  Their sale the end of May was very successful.  Call Jack Bero for details and exact timing at 287-0220 (sale barn) 322-3500 (cell).

Beef Feeder Sales are planned for  Saturday September 19th, Saturday October 10th and Saturday October 31st all at noon.  Call Jack at the number above for more info.

We have ewe lambs for sale and I am saving some ram lambs for others.  If you want me to save you a ram and you haven’t spoken for him yet – please let me know as soon as possible.

Lamar Bliss and Susan Heberling would like to cut down their flock of wool sheep.  They will sell some ewes or lambs.  Call them at 322-8922.  

TAUNY is looking for locally grown yarn to sell in their shop.  I am meeting with them this month.  Let me know if you have yarn to sell.  I suspect they won’t sell large quantities but it is a good place to have some yarn out for advertising.

Go to www.adirondackharvest.com and get your farm and products listed on their website – it’s free!

Beef Fly Control 

The flies started slowly this spring but they are definitely building in population.  The threshold for causing economic damage for horn flies is 50 per side on your cattle.  Horn flies are the ones that sit on the cattle most of the time.  The threshold for face flies (the ones that look kind of like house flies) is 10 per animal on their face/eye area.

Control flies with dust bags and oilers hung in places where the animals have to travel – like on the way into the barn to get water.  You can also spray their backs when they come up to the bunk to eat if you are feeding them.  Eartags can be affective but lose their power as the summer goes on.  July into August is actually a good time to apply them.  Whichever you choose, read the labels and use the pesticide carefully.  Come to the IPM meeting July 21 at 10:00 at the farm and find out ways to control pests that helps minimize the build up of resistance.

Internal Parasites in Sheep and Goats

Remember all this damp weather is great for growing lots of parasites on the pastures.  Keep an eye on your sheep and goats and don’t forget to de-worm them as needed.  Attend the IPM Parasite Management class Saturday July 18th for more information.  Young animals, those nursing twins and triplets and older animals are extra susceptible.  On another note – watch for ticks on you animals and you.  They seem to be on the increase this year!

Quick Farm Update
We weighed all the lambs at the Extension Farm in June and they are growing very well.  I was really a little nervous about them going out to pasture with no creep feed and no grain for the ewes.  However, they have come through with flying colors and less expense!  The rams averaged about 51 pounds between the ages of 67 and 79 days.  Most are twins and triplets.  The ewes are holding their condition much better than I expected.  The ewes without lambs are downright heavy.  I did notice when we had three or four hot days in a row that their ribs showed a little but they picked up again when it got cool and rainy (again).

The lambs were in good shape with nice flat backs.  I am waiting to see if really hot weather makes them stall or whether the good pasture weather will help them keep up the good daily gains.

The really good news is that the guardian dogs have done their job and we had all the lambs present for the weighing.  Good Job Bear and Wanda!  When I let the ewes into the back pasture this week the guard dogs went in first and went all around the fence and then chased the turkeys out of the middle of the field.

Remember to check your electric fences to be sure they have a charge on them.  Between the tall wet grass and the lightning storms it can be a challenge to keep the fence hot and the charger working.  Check your ground fault switches in your outlets, too, as they sometimes get tripped in the storm. 

Charlie clipped the front pasture and it looks much better and is much more desirable to the sheep.  The sheep prefer the shorter grass without the seed heads poking up.  The clipping also helps control the thistle patches.  Since then we had added some nitrogen fertilizer to the front pasture to see how it responds.  This is to help fill in where we missed getting manure on it last winter/spring.

We have been part of a study at Cornell, which keeps track of the extra labor and feed related to lambing times and different styles of lambing.  It is very challenging to figure out the actual minutes you spend and then trying to tabulate the different farms into something meaningful.

Cattle Update

We now own 5 of the beef cattle you see out in the pasture.  They are due to calve in the late summer or fall.  Most are Angus or Angus/Devon cross.  They are amazing at putting on weight on the grass.

The heifers gained 1.1 lbs per day this last month.  They have been on green grass and some grain.  They have gained a lot in height (about and inch and a half average) and are all clean and shiny.

Enjoy your summer.  I hope to see you at some of our meetings and summer activities!

