NNY Sheep & Goat Newsletter – June 2009

From Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County Extension Learning Farm,

Canton, NY

By Small Livestock Educator Betsy Hodge

Hi Folks,


The ewes with lambs are out on the pasture.  The lambs spent about a month inside before we let them out so I was a worried about how they would do with the fences and finding their mother’s, etc.  They were fine after the initial scramble out of the barn.  The ewes knew exactly what was going on and just about pushed me over while I was un-tying the gate.  The lambs started to follow and then stopped at the edge of the barn like there was an invisible wall.  Most of them got over it and ran in and out of the barn and up and down the hill being really silly.  A few hung out in the barn until their mother’s came back and got them.  By the next day, they were all out grazing together like they knew what they were doing all along.  The guard dogs have been very good with the lambs…probably because the mother sheep are pretty fierce when it comes to protecting their lambs.


I am anxious to weigh these lambs sometime in June to see how their weight gains compare to the weights we usually get from lambs with a creep feeder raised in the barn.  The ewes are holding their condition well considering quite a few are nursing triplets on grass so I am guessing that the lambs are doing well, too.  


Charlie and Ron managed to get the first cut of haylage off the back pasture and into the ag bag before the end of May so we will be able to take advantage of that back pasture as pasture soon.  We are also trying to pasture a bunch of the odd areas that we usually have to mow.  We ordered some more electro-net to use in those places and to keep the sheep out of the brassica trials that are in their pasture.  I hope we can have a pasture walk later in the summer to show off the different kinds of turnips and other season extenders that we have planted up on the hill and in several other areas around the county.


Now it will be time to get the two feet of bedded pack out of the barn and get the barnyard shaping done to help with our drainage challenges in front of the barn.  We also need to finish shearing the last 50 sheep.  Some will be sheared at Ag Field Days for the fourth graders.  Speaking of wool, the last quote I heard was $.35 a lb but the Canadians are expecting some improvement so we will wait and see what the price does before deciding on a wool pool this year.  If we hold one it is usually in between late August and Columbus Day.


June is also time to watch for internal parasite increases.  In mid-June, after the sheep are sheared we will do a FAMACHA check on all the sheep and de-worm the ones that need it.  They will also get vaccinated with CD/T for over-eating disease and tetanus and likely get an injection of selenium/vitamin E as well. 

EVENTS – PARASITE MANAGEMENT – JULY 14
Integrated Parasite Management (IPM) and FAMACHA course – Saturday July 14th – Extension Learning Farm from 10:00 am to about 3:00 pm.
If you haven’t taken the IPM and FAMACHA training try to attend out class on July 14th.  The idea of integrated parasite management is to learn how to minimize internal parasites in your animals through management practices.  The course also includes the different types of de-wormers and when to use them, how to do a fecal sample, and practice FAMACHA testing in the barn.  Sign up at our office at 315-379-9192 or email me at bmf9@cornell.edu.

The concept of integrated parasite management allows you to deworm only those animals that need it.  Don’t they all need de-worming?  No – about 15-20% of the animals in a flock of sheep or goats carry 90% of the worms.  The other sheep and goats have some natural resistance to the parasites.  If you can figure out which animals are which you can treat those that need it and then select your replacements from those that are resistant.  In some ways it is more work that just treating everybody but in the long run it could keep you from having to treat any of your sheep.  The FAMACHA system helps you do that by looking at the color of the inner lower eyelid of the sheep.  If the sheep or goat is anemic from the barberpole worm the inner eyelid will be lighter in color or even paper white in the case of goats.  A nice red/pink inner eyelid indicates that the sheep or goat is fending off the barber pole worms.  There are other worms out there that can have a negative effect on your animals but the barberpole worms are the ones that are most likely to kill animals in the summer.

The other advantage to treating only those animals that need it is that you leave some worms on your pasture that are susceptible to the de-wormer.  Think about this:  If you de-worm all of your sheep or goats correctly and put them on a clean pasture the only thing that they will drop on the pasture is worms that survive the de-worming.  Now all the worm larva they pick up will be resistant to the de-wormer.  You can imagine how we are creating resistance to the de-wormers by doing this repeatedly.

Many internal parasites do not cause diarrhea so don’t depend on that to determine when you de-worm.  Learn more about management parasites on your farm and in your flock or herd.  There are several good articles at the Maryland sheep and goat site – www.sheepandgoat.com - or the Cornell sheep and goat website at www.ansci.cornell.edu .  At the Cornell site, you will have to pick the animal you want information about. 


I’m working on the drive-yourself tour for late August or early September.  The North Country Shepherds also wants to have a meeting in September about preserving meat by canning and also sharing recipes (and maybe dinner and pictures of Italy!).  In November we will have a series of sheep and goat meetings across the North Country.  If you have a speaker you would like to see, let me know.  I am thinking ration balancing would be a good topic.


Stockdog News 
I’m working on a place for the ring.  We may have a temporary solution so let me know if you are interested in getting going.  I would like to bring in a professional for one session this summer or fall.  I attended a session with Barb Armata last fall and she did a very good job and was very helpful.  I will send a message to the email list when we are ready to go or maybe looking for help to build the ring.

Marketing News 
Gouverneur Empire Livestock held a sale of heifers, cow-calf pairs and sheep and goats on May 30th.  I’ll try to have the results for the next newsletter.  

Dolan’s are looking for lambs over 60 pounds.  Call them at 894-0239.  They generally pay something like $1.30 a pound up to 70 pounds and then $90.00 a head over that.  The good news is that they pick them up at the farm.  We generally try to coordinate so they can minimize their trips.

Matt Kyle is interested in buying lambs about 70 pounds as well.  He and his family have a large sheep farm in western New York and could use some more lambs for their market.  Matt hopes to visit during the summer to have a look at some of our lambs.

A group in Jefferson County is working with Adams Farm in Massachusetts to sell goats to them.  They especially want 40-60 pound goats and will pay something in the area of $2.00 a lb.  They will also take other goats and some bucks.  Goats can either hitch a ride with Don Holman when he delivers beef to Adams or Tammy and Dick Thompson will take loads when they have enough to make it worthwhile and split the costs.  Call Tammy if you want to work with them at 315-629-4840 or 777-5265.

Bob Goldie, from St. Lawrence County also has a line on a buyer in Syracuse that wants 50  pound goats.  We are working out the details on this market.

If you are interested in milking goats or sheep and making cheese or other dairy products, let me know, as we are working on a grant to provide access to a mobile processing unit that would allow you to try processing before making the big purchase of processing equipment.

