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Dairy Trends in Northern New York

Background

· Six counties make up the Northern Region of New York.  They are:  St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Franklin, Clinton and Essex.

· Agriculture is the primary industry in the region with dairy being the main agricultural business in all of the six counties.

· Over 1.2 million acres in the region are used in agricultural production.

· The region produced over 2¼ billion pounds of milk in 2003.  The milk was used in the manufacturing of fluid milk, cream cheese, yogurt, cottage cheese, cheddar cheese and other specialty cheeses.

· In 2003 the six-county Northern New York region produced 19% of the State’s milk supply.

· The dairy value chain is estimated to generate directly and indirectly at least 6,000 jobs and $800 million in economic activity in this rural region.

Statistics by County

Annual Average Number of Milk Cows in Each County.

	County
	1993
	2003
	% Change

	Clinton County
	19,000
	18,500
	 -3%

	Essex County
	  2,300
	  2,000
	-13%

	Franklin County
	18,500
	17,200
	 -7%

	Jefferson County
	33,000
	32,600
	 -1%

	Lewis County
	29,000
	26,600
	 -8%

	St. Lawrence County
	40,500
	37,900
	 -6%


Milk Production and State Ranking in 1993 and 2003

	County
	Production 1993
	State Ranking

1993
	Production

2003
	State Ranking

2003

	Clinton 
	289 M lbs
	16th 
	      340 M lbs
	13th

	Essex
	  47 M lbs
	46th 
	  33 M lbs
	46th

	Franklin
	278 M lbs
	17th 
	295 M lbs
	20th

	Jefferson
	495 M lbs
	 3rd
	571 M lbs
	 4th

	Lewis 
	441 M lbs
	 4th
	456 M lbs
	 6th

	St. Lawrence
	591 M lbs
	 2nd
	625 M lbs
	 2nd


Production Per Cow By County

	County
	Milk Production 1993
	Milk Production

2003
	% Change

	Clinton
	15,200
	18,400
	21%

	Essex
	16,100
	16,500
	 3%

	Franklin
	15,000
	17,200
	14%

	Jefferson
	15,000
	17,500
	17%

	Lewis
	15,200
	17,100
	13%

	St. Lawrence
	14,600
	16,500
	13%

	Niagara 
	12,900
	21,300
	65%

	Wyoming
	13,740
	20,200
	47%

	Cayuaga
	14,300
	20,300
	42%


Milk Production

Although the number of cows and farms from 1993 to 2003 has decreased in the Northern Region, total milk production and production per cow increased over this same period of time. Combined milk production in the five counties increased 9% during this period.  Annual average number of milk cows in the region was down 5% (7,200 head) with reductions recorded in all counties.  Average production per cow regionally increased 15% from 14,957 pounds per year to 17,221 pounds per year. This is slightly below the State average of 17,813 pounds.  Niagara County saw the greatest increase in production per cow from 12,892 lb to 21,250 lb – a 65% increase. Wyoming County saw their production per cow increase from 13,740 lb to 20,202 lb and Cayuga County saw an increase from 14,316 lb to 20,333 lb – an increase of 42%.  The only county in New York State to see an increase in the number of cows was Cayuga County; they had an increase of 500 head.

Top Milk Producing Counties in NYS

Ranked by Total Production in 2003

	Rank
	County
	Total Milk Produced

	
	
	  1993            2003

	
	
	(1,000 lbs)

	1
	Wyoming
	687,000   1,000,000

	2
	St. Lawrence
	591,000      625,000

	3
	Cayuga
	408,000      610,000

	4
	Jefferson
	495,000      571,000 

	5
	Genesee
	311,000      460,000

	6
	Lewis
	441,000      456,000

	13
	Clinton
	289,000      340,000

	19
	Franklin
	278,000      295,000

	46
	Essex
	  47,000        33,000


Northern New York is still a strong and active player in the dairy industry in New York State, but the industry must address some of the issues that have contributed to the slowed growth throughout the region.  In the future, “Thriving Dairy Farms: the Cornerstone of a Strong Dairy Value Chain” will address, and attempt to reverse, some of these trends. 

Source:  New York Agricultural Statistics Service, Milk Production in Northern New York, Brian Lee, St. Lawrence County Office of Economic Development

“Thriving Dairy Farms”, the Cornerstone of a Strong Dairy Value Chain is a project of the North Country Dairy Viability Initiative.  For more information about the content of this article or on the Dairy Viability Project, please call Peggy Murray, project manager at 315 – 376-5270 or email her at mlm40@cornell.edu. 
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champions of the northern new york’s dairy industry


North Country Dairy Industry Viability Project     PO Box 72, Outer Stowe Street     Lowville, NY 13367


Peggy Murray, Project Manager     Phone:  315-376-5270     Fax:  315-376-5281     E-mail:  mlm40@cornell.edu











