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Why Invest in the NY Maple Industry

•We have the TREES

•We have the PEOPLE

•We have the MARKETS

•We have the EDUCATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE



NY has Trees!

65% of NY is forested

New York
-138 million Sugar Maple and 151 million Red Maple 

potential taps available (USFS FIA 2002-05 data)

-NASS estimates 1.5 million taps (~ 0.5% utilization)

Quebec

- 110 million potential taps (Ministry of Natural Resources 

1998)

- 38 million estimated in production (~35% utilization)
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New York has People

• 500,000 people in NY who own at least 15 acres of 

forestland

• NASS estimates 1500 producers in NY 

• 20% interested in obtaining info on maple • 20% interested in obtaining info on maple 

• Baby-boomers looking into maple production for 

supplemental retirement income and enjoyable hobby

• 4-H, FFA programs to train the next generation



New York has Markets

•US imports 4 times as much syrup as we produce

•In 2005 the US imported 24,643 metric tons of maple 

products from Canada, whereas only 6,210 metric tons were 

produced in the US 

•An even exchange rate between US and Canada presents 

huge opportunities for expansion

•Trends for purchasing local, healthy food

•Maple Weekend and other agri-tourism opportunities 



New York has Infrastructure

• NYSMPA and local associations offer opportunities for 

informal networking and information sharing

• Cornell Maple Program is strongest it has ever been

- 4 full time staff and 15 CCE educators- 4 full time staff and 15 CCE educators

- Uihlein Forest in Lake Placid

- Arnot Forest near Ithaca

• FFA/4-H for youth development



Economic Development with Maple

•Fears of a looming recession

•$140 billion Federal stimulus plan aimed at increasing 

consumption 

•Real economic growth requires production 

•We have a COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE in maple 

syrup production

•Maple production provides annual income for farmers and 

small businesses during slow periods


