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Researchers Studying Soil Health in Northern New York


What is soil health and why should we study the health of soils in Northern New York? Researchers from Cornell University held field days across the six-county NNY region to answer that question.

Soil health is an assessment of a soil’s ability to grow plants, recycle nutrients and organic wastes, filter and buffer water sources, provide habitat, store carbon and provide an engineering medium for constructing roads and buildings. Soil health assessment is receiving increased attention from Northern New York farmers and agricultural researchers because of a growing awareness that crop productivity losses are associated with the gradual degradation of a soil.

With funding from the Northern New York Agricultural Development Program, Harold van Es, author of Building Soils for Crops and a Cornell University professor of soil and water management, is conducting soil health research that will help farmers improve the productivity of their land. Dr. van Es and his research team are looking at the physical or structural quality, the chemical composition and the biological activity of the different soils found in Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex counties. 

Researchers are also collecting crop yield data to use in developing criteria for interpreting soil health in relation to economic as well as environmental impacts. Dr. van Es, Cornell University plant pathologist George Abawi and horticulture professor David Wolfe will work with the region’s Cornell Cooperative Extension field crop educators to develop soil health indicators and guidelines for assessing the quality of regional soils with recommendations for more sustainable and practical soil management practices.

Twelve NNY farmers are participating in this project:

· Essex County: Sam Hendren, Eric Leerkes, Chris Spaulding
· Franklin County: Dennis Egan, Ralph Child, Doug Malette
· Jefferson County: Don Nohle
· Lewis County: Bernhard Goehlert, Marc Laribee

· St. Lawrence County: Dan Chambers, David Fisher, William White.

As results become available, NNY Extension educators will be available to help farmers customize soil health plans for individual farms. For more information, contact your local Extension office: Clinton County: Amy Ivy, 518-561-7450; Essex County: Anita Deming, 518-962-4810; Franklin County: Carl Tillinghast, 518-483-7403; Jefferson County: Mike Hunter, 788-8450; Lewis County, Jen Beckman, 315-376-5270; and St. Lawrence County, Peter Barney, 315-379-9192. Soil health project coordinator John Idowu can be reached at 1015 Bradfield Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14583, oji2@cornell.edu. 

The Northern New York Agricultural Development Program is a farmer-driven program that selects and prioritizes research the results of which can be practically applied to farms in the six-county NNY region. For more information on the Program, contact Co-Chairs Jon Greenwood, Canton, 315-386-3231, or Joe Giroux, Plattsburgh, 518-563-7523, or Dave Smith, Cornell University, 607-255-7286. 

The Northern New York Agricultural Development Program is supported by the New York State Senate through the long-term sponsorship of Senator James W. Wright and by Senator Elizabeth O’C. Little, and by NYS Assemblyman Darrel Aubertine. The Program also receives funds, time, land, and expertise from Cornell University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Cornell’s Agricultural Experiment Station, W. H. Miner Institute, the six Northern New York Cornell Cooperative Extension associations, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, many cooperating farmers, and others. # # #
